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Grad fees this year are $40.00. This includes the gown, stole & cap.


Please see Ms. St. Amant in guidance or call 705-526-7817 ext 42407


if you have any questions.


Grad Fee - Due December 1, 2023, via School Cash Online


GBDSS
Post secondary application workshops


Guidance staff are pleased to offer the following workshops to assist with post secondary application process. 


One on one assistance is also available by making a guidance appointment.


 
COLLEGE APPLICATION


WORKSHOPS
*November 16th 


Period 1 in the Cafeteria


UNIVERSITY APPLICATION
WORKSHOPS
*November 15th 


Period 2 in the Library


RECOGNITIONRECOGNITION
CHARACTER EDUCATIONCHARACTER EDUCATION


Beth and Tyler are members of the North Simcoe 4-H Association and part of the


Elmvale Dairy Club. They are headed to the Royal Winter Fair to  participate in the TD


Canadian Dairy Classic. Preparation for this event requires a lot of dedication, long


nights and hard work. These students have shown fantastic perseverance and


responsibility as they work towards their goals of competing at this level. 


Tony was recognized by a staff member


for being a kind and thoughtful student.


His offer to lend a helping hand  when


he noticed someone struggling was


much appreciated.  


Kindness


Responsibility
Perseverence
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Our inaugural life skills outdoor education class had an exciting time with Awenda Provincial Park


this fall. Tim and Katy, two phenomenal park naturalists, visited our class twice—once to help us


prepare for a visit to the park and once to reflect on our visit and learn about turtles and turtle


conservation. We headed out to Awenda on Friday, October 13th, and spent the day hiking, beach


combing, and exploring the park with all of our senses.


Life Skills Hit the Trails at Awenda Provincial Park
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During the months of September and October approximately 200 GBD artists collaborated in creating
our first ever Doodle Gallery!  Students were inspired by the works of British urban artist Sam Cox and


American LGBTQ activist/ Pop Art artist,  the late Keith Haring.  


Individually students were to take inspiration from these artists and create their own original doodle
artwork, using only a black sharpie as their medium, using line, shape, and fun whimsical creatures.


Through this experience student created their own unique artworks, but also collaborated with
other students in producing a project larger than themselves. 


In November our artists will be travelling to the Art Gallery of Ontario (AGO) in Toronto. They will tour
the gallery and also experience the art of Keith Haring -the very artist that inspired this project!
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In Ms. Quinn's grade 10 academic history class, students had the opportunity to develop a
better understanding of how trenches in WWI were structured and the different roles and


responsibilities soldiers who fought within the walls of the trenches had by creating trench
models.  Students combined their knowledge learned in class with their creative abilities to


design a small-scale rendering of the trenches found in WWI.  The results were AMAZING!


GR 10 CANADIAN HISTORY 
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The GBDSS Library
Learning Commons is


hosting a book
giveaway. Georgian Bay


Books has generously
donated a number of
advanced copy books


(books that haven't been
released for sale yet!). 


 


Let a Teacher-Librarian
know you are


participating in the Book


Review Giveaway.


We need student
readers to pick a
book, read it and


then tell us about it.
The best part is, the
reader gets to keep


the book! Stop by the
library to check out


the selection.


A big congratulations to all of


our hard working bears who


were recognized for their


efforts in the 2022-2023


academic year. We


celebrated all of our students


who achieved the highest


mark in their class as well as


everyone who achieved over


an 80% average in all their


classes. We also recognized


the winners of the TJ


Johnston Award.
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WINTER SPORT COACHES


Jr Girls Volleyball Ms. Dusome Fraser /Mr.Murray


Sr Girls Volleyball S. Dafoe /Ms. Cantelon


Jr Boys Basketball Mr. Adamson / Mr. Thomson


Sr Boys Basketball J. Woods/ Mr. McGill


Boys Hockey Mr. McLaren /Mr. Anderson


Girls Hockey Mr. Coutts


Girls Curling Mr. Jenkinson


Nordic Skiing Ms. Winter / Ms. Lachapelle


Alpine Skiing Mr. McEwen


Swimming Mrs. Parent


GBD just wrapped up their fall 2023/24 sports season, with one squad, our Jr Girls
Basketball team winning the SCAA championship, allowing them to head into GBSSA
action this week. We are so proud of our fall sports teams as they battled hard, and
showed so much improvement throughout the season. A big thank you to all of the


coaches who volunteered their time to help out. A reminder that all fall jerseys need to be
returned no later than Thursday Nov 9. Please see Mrs. Salewski or Ms. LaCroix in room 122


to return your jersey and get your cheque back. 


Please be aware that our winter sports tryouts are underway. See the chart below to see
what teams we are offering this season. Please listen to announcements for any changes


that may need to occur to the schedule below. Goodluck to all athletes trying out and a
reminder to communicate with coaches if you are unable to make a tryout.  If you are
trying out for winter sports, please ensure that you have completed the online sports


waiver in advance. This can be found on school cash online. 


gbdss SPORTS
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Are you looking for something fun to do this winter? Maybe you've never skied before but you want to
give it a try. Maybe you're a hockey player who wants to see if this skate skiing thing is good cross-


training. Or maybe you're a skier who wants to represent GBD at OFSAA this year. If you're interested in
joining our cross-country ski team, listen to the announcements for our next meeting or practice.


Everyone is welcome! Dryland training will begin in early November, and we'll start skiing as soon as the
snow flies. Please see Ms. Winter or any team member for more information.


Attention Nordic Lovers: Ski Season is Almost Here


Time MONDAY Nov 6
TUESDAY Nov 7


GBs for BBALL 
WEDNESDAY Nov 8 THURSDAY Nov 9  FRIDAY Nov 10


LUNCH  INTRAMURAL Jr Boys Bballtryout
Jr Boys bball


tryout
Jr Girls Vball tryout


2:15-3:30
Jr Girls Bball Fall


season


JR Boys Bball First


Tryout


Jr Girls Vball First


Tryout


Sr Girls Vball


Tryout


Sr Boys bball


Practice 


3:30- 5:00
Sr Boys Bball


tryout


Sr Boys Bball


tryout


Sr Girls Vball First


Tryout
Jr Girls Vball  Sr Girls Vball tryout


5:00-6:30 Pole Vault


Congratulations to the Jr
Girls Basketball Team who


won the SCAA Championship
game this week. They are
off to Orillia next week for
the GBSSA Championship


tournament. Good luck girls!
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BREAKFAST CLUB @ GBDSS


Thank you to the members of North Simcoe Rotoract who volunteered their time to bake
apple muffins, Banana bread and and zucchini loaves to support our breakfast program. We
appreciate your help  in making such yummy, fresh baked goods and giving students in need


the opportunity to fuel their minds and bodies. 


Student Council has had a busy October.  In the first half of
October, GBDSS celebrated Custodian, Teacher, and Bus Driver


Appreciation Days! World Mental Health Day was recognized on
Tuesday, October 10th, where we asked all Bears to wear green


shirts to show their support. We also collected donations for
the GBDSS Fall Drive for the first two weeks of October for The


Guesthouse Shelter.  Our first themed spirit day of the year,
Neon Day, was held Thursday, October 19th. On October 30th,


Student Council held a Halloween movie screening of Coraline.
An online costume contest took place through our instagram,


@gbdstudentcouncil. The duo category was won by the Subway
Surfers, the solo section was won by the Five Nights at


Freddie’s costume, and the group award went to the Sesame
Street costumes. Looking ahead to November, the 16th is the


Favourite Team Colours Spirit day! Starting November 20th, we
will be accepting donations for the Cram-A-Cruiser food and


hygiene drive with the OPP, which will end December 7th. On
this final day, when we fill a police cruiser with donation items.  
On December 7th we will also be accepting donations from the
community between 8:30am and 1:30pm to help us cram the


cruiser all in support of our community and those in need.
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SPIRIT DAY
SPORTS TEAM COLOURS
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YOUTH WELLNESS HUBYOUTH WELLNESS HUB
NORTH SIMCOENORTH SIMCOE
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Inclement Weather and Bus Cancellations
All information regarding cancelled buses in Simcoe County is posted on the Simcoe County Student


Transportation Consortium (SCSTC)’s bus information website at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca. Our


school is in the North zone. When buses are cancelled, schools remain open for student learning, unless


otherwise noted. School staff are expected to plan for such emergencies in order to transition students


who are unable to attend due to inclement weather, to their online platforms (Google Classroom and/or


SCDSBhub [Brightspace by D2L]) and continue with academic programming. It is always a family decision


whether or not it is safe for their child(ren) to leave for school under severe weather conditions.


The Consortium and bus operators try to make the decision to cancel school buses before 6 a.m. and make


every effort to post announcements before 7 a.m. Inclement weather cancellations are effective for the


whole day and buses cancelled in the morning will not run at the end of the day. You can follow the


Consortium on Twitter @SCSTC_SchoolBus for bus cancellations and other information. You can also


subscribe to receive bus delay notifications here: https://scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx.


Mental health promotion strategy of the month 


Well-being is a strategic priority in the Simcoe County District School Board, and our mental health and well-being department
provides monthly strategies to support student and family well-being. This month’s strategy is Let It Go. This practice helps


students focus their attention, calm feelings of anxiety, and manage stress. To practice Let It Go at home, have your child/youth sit
comfortably and take a deep breath. Share the following exercise with your child/youth:


● Use your fingers to gently massage the top of your head
● Still in massaging motion, bring your fingers to your forehead, eyebrows, temples, around your eyes, cheeks,


and jaw
● If you notice tension anywhere – let it go


● Finally, massage each of your ears and end by gently pulling your earlobes


Keep in mind to take your time with each area, especially where you hold the most tension. Practicing Let It Go
can be done any time of the day or at regular times, such as at mealtime or before bed. You may try this


technique on your hands using a massaging motion to focus on each finger, thumb, and palm. Consider doing Let
It Go with your child/youth to model the strategy.


Visit the links below for Let It Go posters from School Mental Health Ontario: Elementary - https://smho-
smso.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SEL-Posters-Let-It-Go.pdf Secondary - https://smho-smso.ca/wp-


content/uploads/2020/04/SEL-Posters-Secondary-Let-It-Go.pdf Find more easy and fun mental health activities
to do at home visit: https://smho-smso.ca/online-resources/easy-and-fun-mental-health-activities-for-home/
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Supporting Your Child In Math
Are you curious about how you can support your child’s growth as a mathematician? Visit the Parents Guide to


Mathematics at www.ontario.ca/page/new-math-curriculum-grades-1-8, where you can find a summary of the


knowledge and skills your child will be learning as they progress through the grades, information about how you can


support your child’s learning, and how the curriculum was developed.


TVO Mathify offers free 1:1 online Grade 4-12 math tutoring to SCDSB students. Connect with an Ontario Certified


Teacher of your choice. It is anonymous and secure, and can be used from a phone, tablet, or computer. Math tutors


are available from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. ET Monday to Friday, and 3:30 to 9 p.m. ET Sunday.


All SCDSB students from Grades 4-12 have been pre-registered for this amazing service. For quick access to TVO


Mathify:


1. Find the link in your child’s Google waffle to the SCDSBhub.


2. Look for the TVO Mathify icon on their dashboard.


Your child will not need to enter their OEN number or any identifying information when TVO Mathify is accessed


through the SCDSBhub.


Knowledgehook is a digital math assessment and practice tool that has been
purchased for all K-10 SCDSB classrooms. This tool is accessible to students at home so


that they can practice math skills, either assigned by their teacher or on their own. Ask
your child about how they use Knowledgehook in class and learn more at:


www.knowledgehook.com.


Knowledgehook math tool 


Dental screening and services for kids ages 0-17 Good dental health is an important


part of your child’s general health. The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit’s Oral


Health Community Program offers free dental screenings in daycares, schools, and


health unit offices for children and youth aged 0 - 17 years. Dental screening can


identify and inform families that their child has a dental concern.


Health unit staff can also help children/youth and their families access free


preventive services and treatment through the Healthy Smiles Ontario (HSO)


Program. For more information regarding these services visit:


www.simcoemuskokahealth.org/Topics/Dental.
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Eat Well to Excel Day
NOV 28th


Looking for Employment?
Join Our Team! 


High school information
events for Grade 8 


Is your child starting Grade 9 next year?
High school information events will take


place in-person this winter! Student
leaders and staff at the school will give
an overview of what’s new and what to
expect. Learn about courses offered, as


well as information about teams and
clubs. Please visit the SCDSB website at


www.scdsb.on.ca/secondary/planning_f
or_high_school to find details on your


high school’s info night, and contact the
school directly for more information.


Curious about what employment
opportunities are available at the Simcoe
County District School Board (SCDSB)? The


SCDSB is hosting several job fairs
throughout Simcoe County during the


month of November; come by and speak
with one of our representatives at any of


the following events!


Nov. 28 is Eat Well to Excel Day in Simcoe County Eat Well to Excel is a Simcoe County non-
profit community partnership that supports our school’s student nutrition program. The
funding provided by Eat Well to Excel allows us to supply students with access to healthy


snacks during the school day.


The pandemic and increasing food costs have caused a significant financial strain on many
families in our region and new data shows that 1 in 3 kids in Canada are at risk of going to


school hungry. Kids that are hungry struggle to retain knowledge and keep focused
throughout the day. They are also at an increased


risk of experiencing poor mental health and a compromised immune system. With your
support we can maintain and hopefully improve our program to provide a consistent


supply of healthy food to our students. You can make a donation by visiting
eatwelltoexcel.ca. You can either support the county-wide program or direct your


donation to our school. Please include our school name in the comment box to ensure the
donation goes directly to our program. A tax receipt will be emailed to you. For more


information about Eat Well to Excel visit eatwelltoexcel.ca.
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Parents’ Guide to Assessment,
Evaluation and Reporting


Learn to navigate the world of assessment, evaluation, and reporting with this new guide


for parents/guardians. Created to support parents/guardians understanding of assessment,


this guide was designed to effectively empower you to actively engage in your child's


educational journey. The guide has been posted to the Simcoe County District School Board’s


website and can be accessed via the following link: https://tinyurl.com/2urcm2tm.


Students are required to earn two online learning credits to graduate from secondary school,
beginning with every student who entered Grade 9 in the 2020-21 school year. The online learning
graduation requirement also applies to adult learners that will be entering the Ontario secondary


school system starting in the 2023-24 school year. The graduation requirement is intended to
support students in developing familiarity and comfort with learning and working in a fully online


environment, as well as developing digital literacy and other important transferable skills that they
will need for success after secondary school, including in post-secondary education and the


workplace.


Opting out Parents/guardians may choose to opt their children out of the mandatory online learning
credits required for graduation. To opt out, a parent/guardian must submit the Secondary Online
Learning Graduation Requirement Opt-out Form. Exemption from the online learning graduation


requirements may be requested by:


· the parent/guardian of the secondary student


· students who are 18 years of age or older


· students who are 16 or 17 years of age and have withdrawn from parental control


Check with your local school if you have questions regarding the registration or opt-out process.


Online learning graduation
requirement and opt out options






